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wi" "77 WAS_A THREAT. NO DOUBT 
Wi) ABOUT THAT. A THREAT TO 
‘MY 'LOVED ONES.’ 


Aes 


Mat 


"DOCTOR PHIL SHOLILD KNOW 

BETTER THAN THAT. IN HOLLY- 

WOOD THERE ARE NO SLICH 
THINGS AS "LOVED ONES. 


"BUT | DO HAVE QUIRK A GIRL \giB 
| WANTED FOR TELLING THE TRUTH la 


ABOLIT THE CROOKED MUSIC 

INDUSTRY, AND MY PARTNER IN 
AHLINT FOR A KIDNAPPED BOY 
NAMED GAWAIN. 
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SN Nt ~ GLIN THIS AIR-CAR 
\ AND GET TO HER.. 
\ : 2 1 BEFORE SOME- 
N SS | > BODY ELSE DOES. 
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"DOCTOR PHIL APPEARED IN MY OFFICE 

UNINVITED. AS USUAL. I HAD A LEAD 

ON A MAVERICK GENETICS SCIENTIST 

NAMED GOLD, WITH CONNECTIONS TO 

THE MALL-CLILT THAT TOOK GAWAIN* 
WHEN... 


WHY DON'T 
YOU TELL ME ALL 


ADJUSTMENT EXPERT, 
1 KNOW SECRETS ARE 
DESTRUCTIVE. NOT 
ONLY TO OuR- 
SELVES. 


THERE'S A 
RUMOR, JOHN, THAT 


YOU'RE LISING STUDIO 

COMPLITERS FOR RE- 

SEARCH NOT RELATED ummm) 
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" YOU'VE GOT TO LIE 
DOWN WITH IT. JUST 
ASK KEISHA. 


"THAT'S HOW THIS 
STINKING WORLD 
RLINS. OPEN CON- 
FRONTATION ONLY 
MAKES THE SYSTEM 

BREAK DOWN. 


JOHN! I'VE HEARD 


"SHE WAS THE ONE SPREADING 

THE 'RUMORS." AND CIRCLING 

MY CORPSE, WAITING TO DEVOLIR 
my JOB. 


I HAVE NO 
SECRETS FROM 
THE STUDIO, 
DOCTOR! IF THEY 
DON'T LiKE MY 

WORK 


FIND GAWAIN. AND IF 
YOU WANT TO LISE THIS 
‘CIVILIZATION. 


I OWN YOu. 
I CONTROL YOU. 
BR YOU MUST LOVE 
my YES! YES! 
I DO LOVE You! 
DRAIN MY BLOOD! 
MAKE ME YOUR 
SLAVE! 


SORRY. : 


TIME'S LIP. 


IAN 


BUT YOU CAN'T PLEASE, 
STOP NOW! WE MARIAN! 
DIDN'T GET TO PLEASE! 
THE FINAL SCENE! 
YOu 


TILL PAY 
DOUBLE! 


NEXT TIME. : / 
I'VE GOT AN | li 


APPOINT- lay} | "17'S BEEN A LONG TIME 
SINCE 1 COULD SAY NO. 


"THAT'S WHAT 


SINCE 
YOU'RE GOING 
OUT, CAN I 
\ BORROW YouR 
IMAGE- 


CASTER? 


I NEED IT FOR 
MY_APPOINTMENT. 
SHOULD, TILL BE ABLE 
TO BLY ANOTHER 
ONE AND GIVE IT 
TO YOu. 


THIS HAVE 
ANYTHING TO. 


HY? \NHAT'S A 
FAMILY EXCEPT A 
LEGAL DEFINITION 
ANYMORE, 
ANYWAY? 
FOR THE WIRTUAL 
REALITY 


‘LORD, THIS NEIGHBORHOOD. 
il IME 


SWEAR! ‘ WERE 
YOUNG, NEVER END 
UP IN A PLACE LIKE THIS 


x 
DUST WISH 
‘COULD 


"JOHN MADE IT. NOW I'VE GOT 
MY CHANCE. I'LL JUST HAVE 
Al 


THAT'S THE 
RIGHT THING 
TO 


ISN'T IT? 


“I TOLD HER TO STAY PUT 
UNTIL T COULD TRACK 

§ GOLD -- LINTIL IT WAS TIME 

} TO MAKE OLIR MOVE! 
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"IF THE IDIOT HASN'T LEFT 
A HOLO-MESSAGE... 

" BUT SHE HAs. = BONS, YOU'RE COMING 
marian! THerre \ | YSUES Cea" 


HURTING ME! MANDIE. ALONE. 


HELP ME, JOHN! 
I KNOW, 


AY PLT 


60 I JUST SIT 
WD WRITE 
AND YOU'RE GOING 
TO TELL ME EVERY- 
THING YOU'VE 


7 SHOULDN'T HAVE TOLD 
HER. SHOULD'VE KEPT HER 
IN THE DARK LINTIL -- 


MARIAN. 


DO IT JOHN -- OR 

THEY'LL DUMP MY 

BODY ON YOUR 
STUDIO LOT! 


WHAT 
WAS THAT 
ABOUT YOUR 
BODY ON 
THE LOT? 


HE WON'T 
COME TO SAVE 
HIS SISTER'S LIFE, 
VULX. BLIT HE WILL -- 
TO_AVOID A SCANDAL 
THATLL HURT HIS 
CAREER. I KNOW 
MY BROTHER, 


"AN 'LINSLIPERVISED ZONE.’ 


= we? 


"THE STRONG PREY 
ON THE WEAK, THE 
WEAK PAY OFF 
THE STRONG TO 
STOP THE PREYING. 


GANGS ARE THE POLICE. 
THE BRAVEST OF THE 
WEAK STEAL. THE REST 

JUST SURVIVE. 


"ABANDONED BY A BANK- 
RUPT GOVERNMENT. TOO 
MANY POOR PEOPLE FOR 
SECLIRITY JOBBERS LIKE 
SWEET DREAMS. NO 

COPS, NO HIRED GLIARDS, 


"T REMEMBER OLIR 
PARENTS' HOUSE IN | 
A MIDDLE ZONE.’ 
LIKE ALL THE NEIGH- 
BORS, THEY BOTH 
WORKED -- LISUALLY 
TWO JOBS EACH. 


"IT REMEMBER MARIAN 

AND I SWEARING WE'D 

NEVER LIVE IN A PLACE THEY NEVER QUITE 
LIKE THIS GOT AHEAD OF __ 

DEBTS AND TAXES 


AND TWO KIDS 
WITH SPENDING 
MONEY BUT NO 
DISCIPLINE. THE 
F NEIGHBORHOOD 
THE CARD-GANGS WERE | STARTED GOING 
TAKING OVER. BORED, BAD. 
GREEDY TEEN-AGERS 
SHOOTING EACH OTHER OVER 
PREFABRICATED, HYPED-LIP 
‘COLLECTIBLES. 


MARIAN WAS 12. I 
WAS 10. WE KNEW 
WE SHOLILD STAY 

AWAY FROM IT.,.!/ 


"BLT THERE WAS NOTHING TO 
BO. AND NOBODY TO STOP 
Lis. SO WE GOT BOLD. 


— 
NOW I'M, 
GONNA -- 

M4 


I HEARD ONE THING: 

MY SISTER, CRYING AND 

LALIGHING, CALLING ME 
HER HERO. 


AND TO LIVE IN A BETTE 
PLACE. 


Tor I 
NY THOUGHT HOLLYWOOD "NOW SOMEONE . 
COULD MaKe BOTH IN THERE = IS EXx- |i” 
AWAIN. BEPC MAKE ANOTHER 


Wl DEAL. "GET my 
SISTER, KEEP IT 


POSSIBI 
TOLD Gal 


SHAKE HANDS WITH 
MY ENEMIES. PRO- 
TECT MY OWN AT THE 
| EXPENSE OF THIS 

HUNT FOR GAWA! 
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7 KIDNAPPERS 
WHO SERVE 
INKS! 
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I HEARD 
GREAT OREEN 

YOU...STICK 
MONSTER LIKE THIS... 


HALINTING THE 
CITY. I WANTED 


-- AND YOU'LL 
ONLY RIP_OUT 
CHUNKS OF 
YOURSELF. 


AKIN 


iS 
1 MONSTERS! 
CREATIONS! , M Ss! 


YOu THINK 


YOU'RE 
STRONG? 


NOT STRONG 


TO ANSWER 
Sf Your 
QUESTION -- 
YEAH! 
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UH-UH. I'VE GOT 

QUESTIONS -- AND I 

BET I CAN SQUEEZE 
ISWERS 
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I'VE BEEN 
THROLIGH SOME 
CHANGES: 
LATELY. 


I GUESS I DON'T 
HAVE THE RIGHT T 


> LITTLE BROTHER. 
FOUND AND NOT JUST 
THE... OBVIOUS, 

‘ONES. 


GONE AFTER 
FOR A LONG 
TIME: 


LN, 


LIKE ALL YOU 
WERE AFTER, 


BUT FIRST 


“9 FIND A KID- 
NAPPED YOLING 
MAN AND STOP A 
PLAN TO ATTACK 
THE WORLD 
WITH MORE 


CREATURES 
LIKE ME. (| 


WHEN T 
FINALLY COME 
UP WITH THE 
INFO HE'S: 
BEEN LOOKING 
FOI 


